
Thanet Quilters  
Newsletter No 95  

 
Chairperson – Kerry Ritchie kerry.ritchie@btinternet.com  

 
Newsletter Editor – Maggy Rodd maggy_rodd@hotmail.com  

	
Hello and welcome to our June meeting and our first 
speaker of the year is Janet Clare.  It seems ages since 
Janet came to see us last and it will be lovely to catch 
up with her latest ideas and creations.  When our 
youngest granddaughter was born I made Janet’s 
Freya and Friends Stuffed Dolls House; completely 
adorable, and my granddaughter’s favourite 
plaything, she takes it everywhere with her.  Thank 
you for coming to see us again Janet. 
 
During those lockdown days, when we were all 
incarcerated, the TQ Committee ladies bought the 
Row by Row books which Janet is involved with and 
Maggy very kindly organised us deliveries of packs of 
fabrics to make the rows.  Slowly they’re coming 
together and I hope to be able to show you the quilt 
tops we produced.  Once finished they’ll be off to the 
mums at Oasis.  (A slight begging request here ..... if 
anyone can help with quilting them we’d be absolutely 
thrilled..... please ....!!)  
 
Charity Monies 
Last year Pam & Beryl & friends took the TQ 
Sales Table on the road (which was both 
exhilarating and exhausting) and we have 
collected a significant amount of money this year 
for our charity (Crossroads Kent). Previously we 
have handed across our cheques at our quarterly 
meetings but this is sometimes somewhat rushed 
so Beryl has asked Crossroads' representative 
(James) to come and meet us at one of our events 
where we can present our cheque.  
 
Venues 
You’ll notice this evening that our trader is with 
us in the main hall.  Church House is being 
refurbished to prevent the roof falling in(!) and 
part of the refurbishment includes converting the 
meeting room into office space and so unavailable 
for hall bookings.  We’ll be cosy! 
 
Another factor of changing life is that some of the 
venues we previously used are no longer available 
to us at the times we require. This means we’ll be 
using different venues from previously used for 
our workshops and making days, so please keep a 
watchful eye as to where events are being held.   
 

Morsbag Making Day - NQD - Saturday 11 
June - 10 am - 3 pm - Old Schools, Minster 
Although it had been delayed our NQD has been 
rescheduled and we’re now ready to sew Morsbags.  
Some of you may have been making these in your 
groups, but the need is great, and Sue and Pam have 
been sourcing fabric, cutting bags, ordering labels and 
have instructions all ready for us to stitch away.  Pam 
and Beryl have already delivered over 100 Morsbags 
for use by our local food banks.   
 
One of our local branches gives out 300 bags a week 
and it’s a wonderful opportunity to be able to replace 
plastic carriers with robust and beautiful fabric bags.  
Because of the smaller venue please drop Sue a text to 
book a place (Sue: 07710 416921).  The day will be 
free to attend, just donations for tea and coffee (and I 
hope there will be cake!) and Pam will be organising a 
raffle. 
 
Cushions and Quilts Making Day - Saturday 2 
July - 10 am - 3 pm - Old Schools, Minster 
Do you remember that fast and furious NQD a few 
years ago when we made flip and stitch, QAYG quilts 
for the Pilgrims Hospice?  Our super speedy stitching 
gave us a lovely selection of quilts to donate and it was 
huge fun.  Well, folks, we’re doing it all again!  Our 
friends at Oasis have asked if we could kindly gift 6 
quilts and 6 cushions for the mums in the refuge.  
We’ve still got the pattern for the quilts and there will 
be a kit and pattern for the cushions.  We will be 
inserting zips, but please don’t panic, it’s easy, truly!!!  
Cath has prepped all the wadding squares and we’ve 
boxes of fabric, some of which was very kindly 
bequeathed to us by Connie Ward, so we’re all ready 
to go, we just need your help.  Please would you come 
and join us?  (Details re bookings and cost are as 
above). 
 
Quilt Shows 
I was lucky enough to go to the Quilt Show in 
Sandown in April.  It’s such a lovely show and a fab 
venue, bright and airy and spacious; and just brilliant 
to catch up with traders, some of whom we haven’t 
seen for far too long.  If you hear of any shows or 
events, do please let us know and we’ll help spread the 
word.  Likewise, it’s always interesting to know of 
coach trips to sewing events so do keep us informed if 



you know of anyone organising travel to shows.   
 
Hostesses 
Our hostesses this evening are the ladies from 
Dandelyons.  Thank you so much for looking after us. 
 
Trader 
Our trader this evening is Heidi.  It’s great to be able 
to have a trader again.  Thanks Heidi for being here.  
Please everyone, enjoy your shopping this evening.  I 
visited Heidi’s shop a few weeks ago and it’s a treasure 
trove of goodies, well worth a visit to Herne Bay! 
 
Thank you all for coming along tonight and for 
supporting our making days and events.  We love 
keeping in touch so if you’re happy for us to visit you 
at your group meetings please let us know, we’d love 
to be invited. 
 
Thanks also to our fabulous Committee ladies; you are 
such fantastic ambassadors for our craft, amazingly 

talented ladies and super 
friends.   
 
 
Thanet Quilters Star 
Award 
Janet Bevan has been 
awarded a Thanet Quilters 
Star for machine quilting 
two charity baby quilts.  
Thank you Janet.  You are a 
star. 
 

October Meeting - Who?, What?, Why?, 
Where?, When? 
We've got the Where and When - Church House, 
Tuesday 4 October ... followed by Wednesday 5 
October, Cliffsend Village Hall 
Why? - because it's fun, of course! 
It's the Who? and What? we're not sure of 
yet......... 
We're hoping Stuart will be able to come and see 
us - but, don't worry, we've a Plan B if he isn't able 
to..... 
Watch 'this space" (ie our Facebook Page and 
emails to groups) and we'll confirm as soon as we 
know....!! 
 
Hints and Tips 
If people use 505 basting spray or Bondaweb for 
machine appliqué (other brands are available) or 
even Fusible fleece or Fusible wadding then 
Janome make anti-glue needles which glide 
through the adhesive. Fab idea - works for me! 
(Available from the Ashford Sewing Centre and 
other outlets!) 

I also clean the base of my iron with a tea bag if I 
get bondaweb on it? Has anyone else done that? 
 
Licensed Fabrics 
Our members are always so generous with 
donations of fabric, time and their skill in making 
beautiful items, both for sale and charity 
donation, and this is hugely appreciated. Whilst 
we love the items you make for us, please can we 
ask that you do not use any Licensed Fabrics as 
we are not allowed to donate or sell them. 
 
We recently approached Disney to see if they 
would allow us to use some of their licensed fabrics 
in the quilts we are donating to charity. 
Unfortunately, their licensing laws are so strict 
that even though we would be donating goods 
made with their fabrics, and not selling them, we 
are not permitted to do so. The response to our 
request was 'All of Disney's characters and content 
are protected by copyright and the nature of the 
copyright law is such that unless we exercise a 
high degree of control over every use thereof, we 
endanger our rights in these properties'. 
 
Unfortunately, this means that we are unable to 
accept donations of licensed fabrics or items made 
from them. 
 
We'd still love you to make us beautiful things 
using unlicensed fabrics though! Thank you. x 
 
Project Wallet Workshop 

On the 23rd of April the members of Dolly Mixtures 
were treated to a workshop led by Kerry and Maggy. 
It was for a vinyl front project wallet, an extremely 
useful item for small ‘on the go’ projects, keeping 
instructions in and visible or even as one of the 
members suggested, as a toiletry bag.  
 
We had previously been sent, to purchase for a small 
fee, basic kits to choose from, comprising of fabric, 
wadding, and a complementary coloured zip. This was 



so we could prepare and quilt the main sections of the 
wallet ahead of the workshop to save time on the day.  
At the workshop Kerry and Maggy demonstrated, and 
talked us through the whole process of piecing it all 
together, and shared great tips for sewing with vinyl, 
the vinyl and binding were also provided, along  
with printed instructions, should we wish to make 
some more.  
 
Everyone completed their wallets on the day and were 
thrilled with the results.  
Thank you Kerry and Maggy for such a fun and 
instructional workshop.  
 
Janome Club 
Do you have a Janome Sewing Machine?  Would you 
like to have fun Sundays and join us at Janome 
Club?  Meetings are monthly (alternating between 
Littlebourne and Aldington) and places are available 
at the Littlebourne meetings. If you’d like to know 
more please ask us?  Kerry 
 

An Exhibition of work by 
Village Textiles students 

 

Including those who have completed 
 City & Guilds Stitched Textiles Embroidery 

and Machine Embroidery Level 3 Diploma 
 

“Textile Journeys” 
 

Saturday 30th and Sunday 31st July from 
10 am to 5 pm at  

The Old School, Church Street Minster,  
nr Ramsgate, Kent CT12 4BX 

Admission £1.50 
Tea, Coffee and homemade cakes available 

‘Smartfrog’ will also be attending offering an 
exciting range of textile supplies 

Further information from Barbara Inchley 
01843 847705 

 
 

Christmas Stocking Challenge 
 
Following  the success of last year’s Christmas stocking challenge it has been 
decided to repeat this again for the children in Oasis.  The stockings will be 
judged at the October meeting. As these need to all be the same size please 
contact us for the free pattern or collect from Sue at the June meeting if you do 
not already have it.  How you make and decorate these is up to you. 
 

Please find instructions below. 
 
Jenny Gasston with her prize-winning stocking 2021. 

 
Christmas Stocking Instructions 

 
Using stocking pattern cut fabric as follows: 
 
With right sides together cut main Christmas fabric 
sections (you’ll need 2 pieces one for the back and one 
for the front of the stocking, so make sure you end up 
with one facing one way and one the other) 
Wadding x2 
Lining x 2 
Heel and Toe sections from co-ordinating fabric (felt 
or fleece works well and doesn’t fray) 
 
A piece of ribbon or tape (about 8” in length) to make 
the hanging loop. 
 
Binding to finish.  We used bought bias binding. 
 
To Make Up: 
1 Using one main fabric, one wadding piece and 
one lining, make up a quilt ‘sandwich’ and quilt.  
Quilting needs to be just enough to hold the sandwich 
together.  Cross hatching works well.   

 
2 Repeat with the remaining pieces to make the 
other section. 
3 If you wish to decorate your stocking please do 
that now.  Because the stockings are for children, 
appliqué or embroidery is lovely, but please do not add 
buttons, sequins or beads as these could cause a 
choking hazard. 
4 If using toe and heel pieces, apply these to the 
front and back of the stocking, making sure the 
placement matches when the stocking pieces are put 
together.  Applique in place (blanket stitch looks great). 
5 Keeping the stocking front and back sections 
separate, bind the top of each section.  We used bought 
bias binding, but you could make your own. 
6 Measure 2 1/2’ down from the top of the 
stocking and pin or tack the hanger in place. 
7 Place the two stocking sections together 
(wrong sides facing) and apply the bias binding to stitch 
the stocking together.   
 
Finished!!



Diary Dates 2022 
 
3/19th June  South East Open Studios (seos-art.org) 
 
7th June   Thanet Quilters Quarterly Meeting Doors open at 7pm  

Church House, Birchington 
Speaker: Janet Clare 
Hostess: Dandelyons. 
Trader: Heidi – Herne Bay 

 
8th June  Workshop 10am – 4pm 
   Janet Clare Old Schools, Church Street, Minster 
 
11th June   Morsbag Making Day – National Quilting Day - Saturday 10am - 3pm  

Old Schools, Church Street, Minster, CT12 4BX 
 
2nd July  Cushions and Quilts Making Day - 10am - 3pm  

Old Schools, Church Street, Minster, CT12 4BX 
 

15/17th July  Lullingstone Quilt &Craft Festival 10.30 - 4.30pm  
   Lullingstone Castle, Eynsford, Kent. DA4 0JA 
 
23/24th July  Oast Showcase 

Friday 22nd and Saturday 23rd July 10 – 5pm 
with demos and workshops from 5.30 – 7pm 
Sunday 24th July 10-4pm 
Westgate Hall, Westgate Hall Road, Canterbury CT1 2BT 

 
30/31st July  Textile Journeys An exhibition of work by Village Textiles students 
   10 – 5 pm (see newsletter for more details) 
   Old Schools, Church Street, Minster CT12 4BX 
 
18/21st August Festival of Quilts, NEC Birmingham 
 
 27/28/29th  Phoenix Quilt Show 
August   Saturday 10 - 5pm, Sunday 12.30 - 5pm, Monday 10 - 4pm    
 
10/11th Sept  Pluckley Quilt Show 
 
1st October  Doughtys Roadshow 10.30 - 2pm 
   Manston Sports and Social Club,  

Daigor Lane, Manston, Kent CT12 5BG   
 
4th October  Thanet Quilters Quarterly Meeting Doors open at 7pm  

Church House, Birchington 
 
5th October  Workshop 10am – 4pm 

Wednesday 5 October, Cliffsend Village Hall 
 
22/24th  Autumn Quilt Festival 10 – 4.30pm (Sunday 4pm) 
October  Duxford Imperial War Museum Airspace, Conservation Hall CB22 4QR 
    
26th November Thanet Quilters Christmas Fair 
 
Editor’s note: Please let me have any items for the next Newsletter by Friday 30th September 2022. 
(Please address subject of email – Newsletter October 2022) 


